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Drug and Substance Abuse 
Drug and substance abuse among youths is a significant social problem that the government is trying beyond every possible means to eradicate. The drug peddlers do so to obtain wealth and maintain their social status. In contrast, the drug dependents cannot go without using drugs, consequently making them look for money by every means possible to maintain their addiction. Drug and substance abuse is a matter of concern for the government, which is highly interested in totally eradicating its use to see a healthy and productive society. This paper discusses drug and substance abuse as a social problem concerning symbolic interactionism sociological perspective and how the governments, both federal and state, are the key interested parties in eradicating our society.
The United States government is the major interested and the most involved party in the war against drug together with substance abuse in the USA. The administration has spent many funds on the war against drug and substance abuse to see clean and productive citizens. In 1970, the number of heroin addicts in the USA reached approximately 750,000 addicts making President Richard Nixon 1971 declare war on drugs and created a particular action office for drug abuse prevention (Bergen-Cico, 2015).  He also proclaimed that drug and substance abuse was, from then, a social problem that had become a public enemy number one due to its social fabric destruction. As a result, to curb the over 33,000 deaths realized in the US every year due to opioid consumption and misuse, both the state and federal governments have laid down serious and firm laws from time to time to punish and destroy those who sell and rehabilitating the users focusing in realizing a clean and productive society (Soelberg, 2017). The courts have and are playing a vital role in determining the lawsuits against opioid use in the US, and through their interventions, many drug users and peddlers have been able to be jailed by the laws guiding such cases (Gluck et al., 2018).  Notably, all the US government levels have shown complete non-tolerance to drug use in the country by justifiably creating laws that make it difficult for the people in this illegal business to do their business. The government's primary role is to protect its citizens from all kinds of danger. Therefore, the government being the major interested party in eradicating this social problem, is just and lauded. 
The symbolic interaction perspective explores the interpretation of social phenomena that present themselves when people interact. Being that people are social beings in nature, their interactions with one another make them learn and even admire or not admire certain social perceptions of one another. The implication of this interaction means that if an individual, through interaction, admires a particular behavior from another person, they will tend to copy the idea or behavior, which becomes part and parcel of their lifestyle over a period. Drug and substance abuse as a social problem is learned through interaction (Mooney et al., 2016). Symbolic interaction sociological perspective explains the increase in the spread of drug and substance addiction. In such a way, people in their interactions find drug use a unifying factor where the non-users are introduced into addiction by their peers who symbolically sell them the idea of drug use as a good thing that makes them get rid of their stresses. While trying to fit in and appease their friends, they find themselves embracing the idea of drug and substance use, something that later ruins their health and social lives. 
Additionally, the repletion of events like face to face interactions among these drug users makes the drug use ideas to be symbolic among the group members making them even introduce some symbolic languages that are only understood to them to increase their chances of drug and substance use without the knowledge of other people that may be suspicious to them (Carter & Fuller, 2015). Symbolically, in their interactions, drugs and substance abuse forms the sole reason for being together and being in friendship. Interaction shapes up this deviant social problem of drug and substance abuse since the whole idea is learned through interaction with those who use drugs. 
Drug and substance abuse is a social problem that makes the health of the users dwindle and at the same time creates a dependency effect on the users. Drug addicts are often deviant, so that they are involved in crimes to find money to purchase the drugs because the drugs are expensive. As a result, they get addicted to them, and due to their deteriorated health, they cannot go to work to earn a living. Mostly, they learn such criminal activities from the senior members of their groups they interact with, for these senior members are symbols of authority in such social interactions. A person, through interaction, gets into deviant behaviors by learning the behavior from other people with whom they interact (Vannini, 2016). For that reason, to avoid social problems like drug addiction, one should choose wisely whomever they interact with, for we learn through interaction. 
In conclusion, the leading player who can help in the fight against drug and substance abuse in society is a person. Through symbolic interactionism, people learn to admire the vice, which becomes a major social problem when they become addicted. As the significant interested party, the government must continue litigating laws and punish everyone guilty of drug peddling and give a second chance to the drug users through rehabilitation.  If people rightly choose those they interact with, society will get rid of drug and substance abuse by a more significant percentage.
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